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Who can attend 
Prekindergarten in HISD? 

The state of Texas has set specific criteria for students to attend Prekindergarten for 
free.  Students must meet the following criteria: 

• Be four years of age on or before September 1 of a given school year 
• Live within the boundaries of the Houston Independent School District AND 

meet at least one of the following criteria: 
� Be unable to speak or understand English, or 
� Be economically disadvantaged, or 
� Qualify for the National School Lunch Program to include all children who 

meet any eligibility criteria for Head Start, not only those who meet the low-
income eligibility criteria for Head Start, The TEC, §5.001(4), defines 
educationally disadvantaged as "eligible to participate in the national free or 
reduced price lunch program." Consequently, all children who are eligible for 
Head Start are eligible for free prekindergarten, based on their eligibility for 
the  
NSLP.[1][1] Public Law 110-134, which amended 42 USC, §1758, or 

� Be homeless, or 
� Child is or ever has been in the conservatorship of the Department of Family 

and Protective Services following an adversary hearing held as provided by 
Section 262.201, Family code, or 

� Be the child of an active-duty member of the U.S. military or one who has 
been killed, injured, or missing in action while on active duty 
 

Why can’t all students attend 
HISD Prekindergarten? My 
child does not meet the 
criteria and I can’t afford 
private Prekindergarten. 

The Texas Legislature determines eligibility requirements for free, public 
Prekindergarten in Texas. When the Texas legislature established the Prekindergarten 
program the intent was, and still is, to provide early learning experiences to students 
who are most at-risk for school failure. The eligibility is therefore limited. The 
legislature believed that a high quality Prekindergarten program could mitigate the 
impact of the at-risk characteristics, thereby assisting these students to become 
school ready when they enter kindergarten. 
 

What Prekindergarten 
Programs are available in 
HISD? 

Upon registration, Parents/Guardians will fill out a Home Language Survey to 
determine if another language besides English is heard or spoken in the home which 
would trigger ELL Identification testing. Students entering PreK are tested with the 
Oral IPT test of English.  If they do not score Fluent English Speaker on this particular 
measure, the LPAC will determine that the student is an English Language Learner 
(ELL). Spanish speaking students will also be assessed by the Oral IPT test of Spanish.  
Prekindergarten students determined to be ELL can be enrolled into the following 
programs: 

•        Transitional Bilingual Program:  This program provides instruction in Spanish 
and English as a Second Language daily to ELL students whose primary 
language is Spanish. In addition to the core academic subjects taught in 
Spanish, students will be instructed in English oral and academic language 
development and non-academic subjects such as art, music, and physical 
education. 

•        English as a Second Language Program:  The ESL program is offered to ELL 
students with a home language other than English or Spanish.  Instruction is 
provided in English.  Teachers in an ESL classroom have specific state 
certification and training to work with students learning English. 

•        English Program:  The English program is provided to students whose primary 
language is English.  Students who have been not been identified as ELL or 
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students whose parents have waived the Bilingual/ESL Program participate in 
the Regular Education English Program. All instruction in academic subjects 
and non-academic subjects is delivered in English. 

 
How do I enroll my child into 
a Prekindergarten program 
in HISD? 

Register Your Child for Prekindergarten – Step by Step 
Registration is during the Spring semester before the academic school year begins.  
Your child must be 4 years old as of September 1st. 
 
STEP 1: 
Contact the school you would like your child to attend to determine when their 
applications are due. 

If you are unsure which schools are located near you use the  Map of All 
Schools located on the HISD website under the Find a School button to find a 
school near you. 

STEP 2: 
Bring the completed application and the following Items you will need for 
registration on the application due date. 

• Completed application found on the HISD website under the Early 
Childhood Department 

• Birth Certificate (state issued) 
• Photo copy of parent ID 
• Proof of residency (utility bill with address) 
• Proof of income  

Step 3: 
Find out important information concerning: 

• When your child will meet their teacher 
• If after school care is an option at the school 
• School hours 
• Drop off and pick up procedures 

If you register your child after school begins you will need to bring any paperwork 
from the previous school attended. 
 

Does HISD provide 
transportation for 
Prekindergarten students? 
 

No, HISD does not provide transportation for Prekindergarten students. 

Does HISD enroll 3 year old 
students in Prekindergarten? 

Campuses must enroll all eligible 4 year old students first.  If there are additional spots 
in Prekindergarten after all eligible 4 year olds have been enrolled, campuses can 
enroll up to five 3 year olds. 
 

What is Tuition-based 
Prekindergarten? 

The state of Texas allows school districts to offer on a tuition basis or use other funds 
to provide half-day and full-day Prekindergarten classes to children not eligible for 
classes under Section 29.153. Districts must ensure that serving students who are not 
eligible for the program does not interfere with serving students who are eligible for 
the program.  Tuition-based students can only be enrolled into an HISD 
Prekindergarten program once all eligible students have been enrolled.  There is no 
guarantee a tuition-based program will be available.  It is based on the enrollment of 
eligible students and that varies from year to year.  Parents/Guardians will need to 
contact individual campuses to determine if there are spots available for non-eligible 

http://www.houstonisd.org/_selectAschool
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/72601
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students to pay tuition to attend HISD PK. 
 

What proof of income do I 
need to bring to register my 
child for PK? 

If your child qualifies as economically disadvantaged the following proof of income is 
acceptable: 

• Current paycheck stub 
• Letter from employer stating gross wages paid and how often they are paid 
• Unemployment, Worker’s Compensation, or Disability payment stub 

 
Acceptable documentation for self-employment income include: 

• Business or farming documents such as ledger books and/or self-issued pay 
check stub 

• Last year’s tax return 
Can I use my SNAP or TANF 
card to document eligibility 
for my child to attend PK? 

Yes. All children in a SNAP or TANF household are categorically eligible to receive free 
meals. When a household submits a complete application that contains: the name of 
the child, a current SNAP or TANF case number and an adult signature, the 
determining official must approve the child for free meals. No further proof of income 
is required. Lone Star Card account numbers are not acceptable SNAP case numbers 
on the application.  
 

Do I have to show proof of 
income if my student doesn’t 
qualify as economically 
disadvantaged, but does 
qualify with another criteria 
such as Limited English 
Proficient, homeless, 
military, or has ever been in 
the custody of the state? 

No.  Proof of income is only required if your student qualifies for PK as being 
economically disadvantaged according to the following chart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are enrichment or extended 
day (after school care) 
opportunities available to PK 
students? 
 

After school care is optional for campuses in HISD.  You will need to contact the 
individual campus you are interested in to find out if they offer after care for PK 
students. 

What happens if the campus 
I try to enroll my child in is 
full? 
 

There are no zoning requirements in HISD for PK students.  Parents/Guardians can 
enroll their students at any campus with PK in HISD.  Parents/Guardians can view the 
HISD elementary campuses with PK on the Find a School 
http://www.houstonisd.org/_selectAschool  site on the HISD, 
http://www.houstonisd.org/hisd  website to determine the most convenient schools. 
 

 

2014-2015 Income Chart to Determine Economic 
Disadvantage Prekindergarten Eligibility 

Total Number in Household Annual Monthly Weekly 
1  $21,590   $1,800       $416 
2 29,101 2,426    560 
3 36,612 3,051    705 
4 44,123 3,677    849 
5 51,634 4,303    993 
6 59,145 4,929 1,138 
7 66,656 5,555 1,282 
8 74,167 6,181 1,427 

For each additional member add: +7,511 +626 +145 
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